
Litigation funding – an open chat with Emily O’Neill

Emily O’Neill has kindly agreed to shed some light on this concept. She is a chemist, a qualified solicitor and
served as general counsel for a company that helps businesses and investors monetize legal claims.

Following the advent of non-practicing entities, external funding for infringement
proceedings and the involvement of companies that do not carry out R&D is regarded
with suspicion by some.

Litigation funding can be the answer, in particular for small companies or public sector
research institutions with limited budgets for disputes.
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However, if only those with deep pockets could afford to enforce valid rights, there
would be something fundamentally wrong with the patent system.
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